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CLIL

4Cs

Content and Language

Language use in daily life contexts/situations

Vocabulary appropriate for age

Contextualised grammar

Scaffolding/Differentiation techniques



4. CULTURE

3. COGNITION

2. COMMUNICATION

1. CONTENT

The Content element is employed
(content knowledge and skills)

The Communication element is
employed (using language to learn
and communicate)

The Cognition element is employed
(thinking processes appropriate for
the language demands)

The Culture element is employed
(opportunities for cultural awareness
and shared understanding)

4. Culture
2. Communication

1. Content

3. Cognition



To differentiate between the planets in the 
Solar System, BY interpreting, transcribing 
and producing descriptions USING derived 
adjectives, comparatives and superlatives, and 
language to express relative distances.



Analysis of language needed for learners
to access basic concepts and skills relating
to the subject theme or topic.

LANGUAGE THROUGH LEARNING

LANGUAGE FOR LEARNING

Focus on the kind of language needed to
operate in a foreign language
environment.

Εmerging language that needs to be
captured, recycled and developed

Language of 
learning

Language 
for learning

Language 
through learning

LANGUAGE OF LEARNING

THE LANGUAGE TRIPTYCH
Coyle, Hood and Marsh 2010



Exploratory talk
Mehisto, P. & Ting, T. (2017)

Giving students

a few moments

to reflect on

some aspect of a

topic

Encouraging

students to ask

questions of each

other

Asking students

to explain their

reasoning

Linking the teacher’s

explanation to the

students’ previous

explanations



Contextualised 
Grammar



New content

New languageFamiliar 
language

Familiar content

Content and language 
familiarity

Coyle, Hood and Marsh 2010



Provide 
context

Activate 
prior 

knowledge

Show how 
it works

Provide 
model 

language

Repeat 
information

Associate 
information

Rephrase/ 
summarize

Draw 
conclusions

Develop 
communica-

tion skills

Encourage 
learner 

autonomy

Give 
feedback

Encourage 
peer 

feedback

SCAFFOLDING / 
DIFFERENTATION TECHNIQUES 

Use 
glossaries 
(in L1 & L2)

Have more 
able SS help 

Have less 
able SS do 

less


